Performance of the new American College of Rheumatology classification criteria in Turkish systemic sclerosis patients: a multicenter study.
In our study, we compared the sensitivity and specificity of the new ACR/EULAR 2013 criteria to the ACR 1980 criteria in our systemic sclerosis (SSc) population. Three rheumatology centers from Turkey participated into this study. The medical records of SSc patients diagnosed between 2008 and 2014 were retrospectively reviewed, and their features at disease onset were recorded. Patients admitted to each center within the same time period for conditions other than SSc, in whom ANA was positive and was deemed necessary within the diagnostic workup, were included as controls. One hundred and ninety-seven SSc patients (174 females, 23 males) and 103 controls (96 females, 7 males) were included. Limited cutaneous SSc was present in 68 % of patients, and 30.5 % had diffuse SSc. The sensitivity of ACR/EULAR 2013 and ACR 1980 criteria were, respectively, 94.4 and 85.3 % (p = 0.003). The specificity of ACR/EULAR 2013 and ACR 1980 criteria were, respectively, 98.1 and 100 %. According to the new criteria, 13 patients were misclassified; however, according to the ACR 1980 criteria, 29 patients were misclassified (p = 0.005). The sensitivity of ACR/EULAR 2013 criteria was significantly better than that of the ACR 1980 criteria in limited cutaneous SSc group (94.8 vs. 82.8 %). In patients whose disease duration was <3 years, the new criteria had better sensitivity than the previous criteria (92.7 vs. 78.1 %, p = 0.006). The new ACR/EULAR 2013 criteria for SSc had better sensitivity in Turkish SSc patients, and less patients were misclassified.